
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ƻƴ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
memorabilia.

LΩƳ ²ƘƛǘƴŜȅ .ŀƪŜǊΣ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Kansas (KU) Libraries in Lawrence, Kansas. I believe that I was invited to 
speak on this topic for two reasons: 1) I participated in a panel at the 
2018 American Institute for Conservation meeting on preserving social 
protest archives, and 2) I have researched bumper stickers and decals, 
common types of political memorabilia. I am trained as a library and 
archives conservator. I also teach a collections care class for the KU 
Museum Studies program.

POLL 1: Make-up of listening audience
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άtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ ǘŜǊƳΣ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
become political with the addition of a slogan or image. For the purposes 
of this presentation, I decided to include not just materials that are part 
of political campaigns, but also collections of political interest groups and 
materials from a particular political figures. All of these materials may be 
found in cultural heritage repositories.

When L ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƭƪΣ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ άǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ 
ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀΣΩ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦΚέ .ǳǘǘƻƴǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
frequently, followed by paper items like posters and banners, as well as 
ōǳƳǇŜǊ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊǎΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ LŦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
the discussion time. 

POLL 2: What types of political memorabilia do you have in your 
collection?
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The University of Kansas has a large political collection, the Wilcox 
/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
it includes both left- and right-wing political groups from the 1960s to 
the present. We continue to add to the collection and it is heavily used 
by researchers. 

We also have many political items in our University Archives and the 
Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
collections at the University of Kansas.

Disclaimer: There are paraphernalia representing many different political 
viewpoints and causes in this slide show, but I am not endorsing any 
particular one. They are here as examples of types of materials you might 
find in your collections.
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Most of the work we receive in the conservation lab is paper-ōŀǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
uncommon for us to be asked to care for three-dimensional artifacts from our 
ŀǊŎƘƛǾŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ 
those items, but we do our best to provide proper housing for them.

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 
ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ 
when we use materials that we have on-ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
workplace so our colleagues will understand how to use them. For example, we try to 
use standard-size archival boxes that we routinely use for paper-based collections. 
They fit on our shelves well and make sense to everyone.

Many of our political collections are heavily used, so we try to devise simple housing 
solutions that will be easy for someone to undo and repackage after an item is used.

I often employ museum studies students to help with these projects, and I almost 
always ask them to complete an inventory when they are housing a large collection of 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
will ever find time to inventory some of these collections.
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In addition, I like to think about how items such as political materials will 
be used. Will they be frequently exhibited, either in cases or in a class 
display? For class use, an item might be displayed in an open box if the 
housing is designed for that purpose.

Will individuals be allowed to handle the item? If so, it should be clearly 
stated when gloves are required, and it should be clear how to remove 
an item from its housing.

Are materials primarily for research purposes? Will they ever be loaned 
to another institution?
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No collection care webinar would be complete without a nod to the 
!ƎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 5ŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎǎΣ ƻŦ 
course we need to also be aware of these issues, as they can negatively 
or positively affect entire collections. 
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Just a short discussion of some storage terminology before we begin. These terms are 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 
standards attached to most of them.

pH technically refers to the acidity of a solution, but in our context it is used to refer 
to the acidity of paper or board that is used in enclosure construction.

Some papers and boards are pH neutral (7 on the pH scale), or what is sometimes 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŀŎƛŘ ŦǊŜŜΦέ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇI ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ 
environment. Others are best stored in a box, folder, or envelope that has calcium 
ŎŀǊōƻƴŀǘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǳƭǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ άŀƭƪŀƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣέ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ 
alkaline, or with a pH higher than 7.

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛǎ άŀǊŎƘƛǾŀƭΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ 
is used to denote storage materials that are appropriate for long-term preservation. 
Please note that this term may be used rather loosely. When in doubt, contact a 
supplier and ask for more information.
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LΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΦ CƛǊǎǘ LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
probably the simplest: ephemeral paper items that are fairly small in size. 
These may include pamphlets, leaflets, broadsides, small posters, and 
the like.

hƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƭƛŘŜǎ LΩƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ 
materials used to house the class of items. These are just suggestions, 
but they will reflect the most common materials used.

Depending upon the stability of a paper item, it might be fine standing 
upright in a pamphlet box, on its side in an archival folder and box, or it 
might need to be stored flat.
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The simplest methods to store small paper items is in an envelope or 
ŀǊŎƘƛǾŀƭ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ 
ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ LΩƭƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƻǊ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ 
ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
get lost.
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Many pamphlets are pretty strong and can be stood on end without 
issue. In our library we store items by size, so we are assured of having all 
ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻȄ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƛȊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ 
well when you have very large items next to smaller ones. The larger 
items are often unsupported and will start to sag.

CƻǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘ ōƻȄŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎǘǳǊŘȅΣ 
alkaline paper envelopes are a great solution. They are pretty 
inexpensive per item and provide good structural support.

10



Larger items (medium-sized) are typically stored in folders and placed 
within a box that has one side that drops open to allow your hands to 
firmly grasp the items inside. 

If the item is too large for a box or those are unavailable, medium-sized 
ŦƻƭŘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǾŜǊǎƛȊŜ Ŧƭŀǘ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ƻǊ ŀ ƳŀǇ ŎŀǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
to add bumpers in a map case to section it so that similarly sized folders 
may be stored together. This process allows more items to fit in a map 
case and prohibits the shifting that can happen when the drawer is 
opened or closed.

The item on the left was created with magic marker, which is often 
unstable. Consider keeping items like this in their own folders.
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IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
drop-front box. For this project we purchased folded pieces of paper 
from a bookbinding supply companyτthey are designed as endsheet 
paper for new bookbindings. 

The endsheet paper is not as strong as normal folders, but is much less 
expensive and is still alkaline-buffered so it provides good chemical 
protection. We decided to use the endsheet paper folders for this project 
because we retrieve (page) entire boxes for patrons to use in our reading 
room, as they often need many issues at once for their research. As such, 
we never page just one folder from this box at a time; the paper folders 
are not strong enough to be carried far without support.
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A second class of objects is defined by size: oversize posters, banners, 
and flags that create storage challenges.

There are two main ways to store such items: padded and boxed or 
rolled. I will also show a hybrid approach: rolled in a box.

IŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ 
materials. Please refer to the handout for more resources on storing 
oversize materials.
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IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ōŀƴƴŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻōƧŜŎǘΥ ŀ 
painted bedsheet with magazine pages, photographs, and textile pieces 
ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ

L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŎƪǎ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻȄΣ ǎƻ LΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ 
Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ Ǌƻƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
the items attached to it and the challenge of folding in such a way as to 
avoid creasing those items.
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²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƻƭŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǎƛȊŜ ƛǘŜƳΣ ǳǎŜ άǎƴŀƪŜǎέ ƻǊ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ 
paper to pad the folds. This makes them gradual and avoid sharp creases. 
You might also add a layer of tissue paper to the bottom of the box, 
insert the item, and fold the paper around the item. 

You can buy both unbuffered (pH neutral) or buffered (alkaline pH) tissue 
paper. Although many collection items benefit from being in contact with 
ōǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳ ƛƴ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǳƴōǳŦŦŜǊŜŘΦ
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We always photograph objects before we house them, then add a color 
photo to the outside of the box. We hope this cuts down on object 
ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ
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