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memorabilia.
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Kansas (KU) Libraries in Lawrence, Kansas. | believe that | was invited to
speak on this topic for two reasons: 1) | participated in a panel at the

2018 American Institute for Conservation meeting on preserving social
protest archives, and 2) | have researched bumper stickers and decals,
common types of political memorabilia. | am trained as a library and

archives conservator. | also teach a collections care class for the KU

Museum Studies program.

POLL 1: Makap of listening audience



Political memorabilia. ..

*Campaign materials
*Political interest groups

*Politician collections
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become political with the addition of a slogan or image. For the purposes

of this presentation, | decided to include not just materials that are part

of political campaigns, but also collections of political interest groups and
materials from a particular political figures. All of these materials may be
found in cultural heritage repositories.
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frequently, followed by paper items like posters and banners, as well as
0dzYLISNI aGAO1SNE® L gAff O20SNJ K24&:
I RRNBaaSR | (GeL)lsS 2F 202S00 &2dzQNE .
the discussion time.

POLL 2: What types of political memorabilia do you have in your
collection?



Featuring items from
Spencer Research Library
University of Kansas

* Wilcox Collection of
Contemporary Political
Movements

* University Archives

* Kansas Collection

The University of Kansas has a large political collection, the Wilcox
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it includes both leftand rightwing political groups from the 1960s to

the present. We continue to add to the collection and it is heavily used

by researchers.

We also have many political items in our University Archives and the
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collections at the University of Kansas.

Disclaimer: There are paraphernalia representing many different political
viewpoints and causes in this slide show, but | am not endorsing any
particular one. They are here as examples of types of materials you might
find in your collections.



Parameters

*Mainly use materials on-hand

*Plan for heavy use
*Simple housings
*Easy to rehouse
*Add an inventory when possible

Most of the work we receive in the conservation lab is papdr 8 SRX o dzi A 0 Q&
uncommon for us to be asked to care for thrdenensional artifacts from our
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those items, but we do our best to provide proper housing for them.
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workplace so our colleagues will understand how to use them. For example, we try to

use standarekize archival boxes that we routinely use for papased collections.

They fit on our shelves well and make sense to everyone.

Many of our political collections are heavily used, so we try to devise simple housing
solutions that will be easy for someone to undo and repackage after an item is used.

| often employ museum studies students to help with these projects, and | almost

always ask them to complete an inventory when they are housing a large collection of
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will ever find time to inventory some of these collections.



Collection Goals

*Will items be on display?

=
*Will items be handled? -

*Will they be used for ' /S

research? [ %A‘

*Will they ever be loaned to
another institution?

In addition, | like to think about how items such as political materials will
be used. Will they be frequently exhibited, either in cases or in a class
display? For class use, an item might be displayed in an open box if the
housing is designed for that purpose.

Will individuals be allowed to handle the item? If so, it should be clearly
stated when gloves are required, and it should be clear how to remove
an item from its housing.

Are materials primarily for research purposes? Will they ever be loaned
to another institution?



Costain’s Agents of Deterioration

Direct physical
forces

Thieves, vandals,
displacers

Fire

Water

Pests
Contaminants

Radiation
Incorrect
temperature
Incorrect relative
humidity
Custodial neglect
(Waller)

No collection care webinar would be complete without a nod to the
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course we need to also be aware of these issues, as they can negatively

or positively affect entire collections.
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Storage Materials: Terminology

* pH: Indicates extent to which a solution is acidic
* Alkaline reserve: Usually 2-3% calcium carbonate. Also called “buffer.”

* “Acid free”: Not accurate term but generally means a pH appropriate
for long-term preservation. May mean pH-neutral (7).

* Archival: “Of or pertaining to archives.” Often taken to mean
“appropriate for collection storage.”
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Gaylord Guide to Collections Care

Just a ghort discus§ign of some storage termi[lology before we begin. These terms are
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standards attached to most of them.

pH technically refers to the acidity of a solution, but in our context it is used to refer
to the acidity of paper or board that is used in enclosure construction.

Some papers and boards are pH neutral (7 on the pH scale), or what is sometimes
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environment. Others are best stored in a box, folder, or envelope that has calcium
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alkaline, or with a pH higher than 7.
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is used to denote storage materials that are appropriate for fgargn preservation.

Please note that this term may be used rather loosely. When in doubt, contact a

supplier and ask for more information.



Paper Ephemera

Materials:
*Pamphlet boxes
*Alkaline envelopes
Alkaline folders
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probably the simplest: ephemeral paper items that are fairly small in size.
These may include pamphlets, leaflets, broadsides, small posters, and

the like.
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materials used to house the class of items. These are just suggestions,
but they will reflect the most common materials used.

Depending upon the stability of a paper item, it might be fine standing
upright in a pamphlet box, on its side in an archival folder and box, or it
might need to be stored flat.



Small paper items: Alkaline
folder or envelope
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The simplest methods to store small paper items is in an envelope or
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get lost.



Pamphlets: Pamphlet box; can add envelopes for added support

Many pamphlets are pretty strong and can be stood on end without

Issue. In our library we store items by size, so we are assured of having all
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well when you have very large items next to smaller ones. The larger

items are often unsupported and will start to sag.
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alkaline paper envelopes are a great solution. They are pretty
inexpensive per item and provide good structural support.
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Small to medium paper items: Alkaline folder in map case or
archival box

Larger items (mediursized) are typically stored in folders and placed
within a box that has one side that drops open to allow your hands to
firmly grasp the items inside.

If the item is too large for a box or those are unavailable, meekurad
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to add bumpers in a map case to section it so that similarly sized folders

may be stored together. This process allows more items to fit in a map

case and prohibits the shifting that can happen when the drawer is

opened or closed.

The item on the left was created with magic marker, which is often
unstable. Consider keeping items like this in their own folders.
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Small to medium paper items: Alkaline folder in map case or archival box
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drop-front box. For this project we purchased folded pieces of paper

from a bookbinding supply companyhey are designed as endsheet

paper for new bookbindings.

The endsheet paper is not as strong as normal folders, but is much less
expensive and is still alkalifriffered so it provides good chemical
protection. We decided to use the endsheet paper folders for this project
because we retrieve (page) entire boxes for patrons to use in our reading
room, as they often need many issues at once for their research. As such,
we never page just one folder from this box at a time; the paper folders
are not strong enough to be carried far without support.
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Banners, Flags, and Oversize Posters

Materials:

*Tubes (preferably acid-free)

Archival paper, usually pH neutral (acid-free)
*Unbleached muslin

*Cotton ties

*Polyester (Mylar)

A second class of objects is defined by size: oversize posters, banners,
and flags that create storage challenges.

There are two main ways to store such items: padded and boxed or

rolled. | will also show a hybrid approach: rolled in a box.
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materials. Please refer to the handout for more resources on storing

oversize materials.
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Folded in a box: Inspect for loose material
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painted bedsheet with magazine pages, photographs, and textile pieces
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the items attached to it and the challenge of folding in such a way as to

avoid creasing those items.

14



Folded in a box: Wrap in tissue and pad the folds
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paper to pad the folds. This makes them gradual and avoid sharp creases.
You might also add a layer of tissue paper to the bottom of the box,

insert the item, and fold the paper around the item.

You can buy both unbuffered (pH neutral) or buffered (alkaline pH) tissue
paper. Although many collection items benefit from being in contact with
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We always photograph objects before we house them, then add a color
photo to the outside of the box. We hope this cuts down on object
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