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A Direct Link to
Our History




Importance of Cemetery
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Documentation




First Phase of Surveys

« Historical
Documentation
(primary resources)

« Historic / Community
Photographs



Documentation

First Phase of
Surveys

e Oral interviews




First Step:

Documentation

Why is this
important?

» Account of the e
current condition. F
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First Step:

Documentation

Why is this
important?

 Record of existing
materials.



First Step:

Documentation

Why is this
important?

« Helpsto
establish
preservation
priorities.



Survey Forms / Written

Documentation

« Several forms available

« Notall forms serve all needs =
« Develop need specific and
site specific forms
=
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Written Documentation

DESCRIPTION:

Type of interment (circle one): tomb marker  family name marker

» Before you begin
. f Type of tomb (circle one): mausoleum  vault
ple YOUI' OI' m Type of marker (circle all that apply); headstone  footstone ground tablet  basal

ruin CTOsS pedestal obelisk bedstead lawn ledger
’ pedestal column funeral home plague  other:
- D c Clde the Dimensions (primary stone) Height: Width: Depth (or L):
cc " 39 Dimensions (base) Height: Width: Depth (or L):
meanin g Of all Dimensions (other): Height: Widih: Depth (or L):
Orientation (circle one): North  South East West  unknown
Interment status (circle one):  active  inactive  abandoned
te IS 0 I the form State of interment (circle all that apply): standing  ruin fragment  relocated

altered  replica  tilted  sunken

® Traln all people Type of interment (circle one):  individual family  undeterminable

Pedestal (circle one):  yes  no fBase (circle one):  ves no
. 1 d [Ornament (circle all that apply):  um sculpture cross  plaque  relief decoration
anO Ve incised decoration omamental vase  none  other:

Furniture (circle all that apply): sculpture  container/vase plaque immortelles none
Landscape (circle all that apply): brick _asphalt concrete soil grass vegetation other
Enclosure (circle all that apply): curb  wall  fence none

Grade slope (circle one):  positive  negative  cross-slope  none

Degree of grade (circle one): 0 (low) 1 2 3 (high)
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+ “Cemetery Conditions Assessment Form” used by NCPTT with
an additional “Terms and Definitions” attachment.

« “Rapid Cemetery Documentation Form” and “Rapid Cemetery
Documentation Definitions®. These were developed by NCPTT

as a disaster response tool.

http://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/
documentation/
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* Chicora Foundation has a variety of useful Cemetery
Documentation Survey Forms available for download.

http://www.chicora.org/cemetery-forms.html

« ‘lTexas Historic Commission has a simple user friendly
Cemetery Survey Form.

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/learn/publication
5
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IDEXTIFICATION:

ccurately Record

[Plot identification:
Nafchifoches Cemeteries #:
\nmrhr |:|1' mh.':rn:tl

:Hnr.r.i_lll.glun ot designation:

st buri

II'I-U.'J"IHI:IIIIL

Stone carver (i Knownb:

Location of mark:

DESCRIFTION:

wpe of inlerment {circle e}

nim Cross

pn!-r\t | column

Dimensions (base)
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marker family name marker
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of the World
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[Width: Depth (or Lj:

|Dimensions (other): “Heights _
nh _ South East West unknown

[Width:  [Depth (or L)

Interment status {circle ane

wctive inaciive abandoaned

State of Interment (cincle al

Type of inlerment | cirncle ome )

o
i vidual

g ruin fra X relocated
tered  replica  tilted  sunken
farmily undeterminable

Pedestal {circle one) VE&
Ornamment (circle that appiy)

Fick

urm

Fu r.ll:u:r:-.'. trele all o
I.,lndwu[u' [eircle all

i \.J. Okl CNTLATT I wi ald i o

[ U‘JL | NS no
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ase  plaque  immortelles  none

concrele. soil  gprass  vepetation

E: nrtluun"l

Grade slope (cin ) rm tive

lence Rone

cross-slope mone

|Ir|‘,r\rr of grade i circle one)

O {lovw)

3 {thigh)
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Involve the community.




%  Written Documentation 'Jﬂ%

How would different people describe this?
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S Headstone




Headstone,
ground supported




Headstone, FIgH
stacked bases
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Materials
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Documentation

LEWIS H HAMILTON/
BORN FEB. 2, 1922/
DIED JAN. 20,1978/
BECAMEA /

MEMBER OF ST /
JOHN BAPTIST /
CHURCH/

IN HIS EARLY DAY

Lievwis BT Mansitton b, 2:3-1927 d: 1-20- z



s FLORINCES JACK “S”(b.w.)ON/
¥4 DIED. “S”(b.w.)EPT 2.. 1946/

% ATS.2.W.34ST/

s -f"'i* “S”(b.w.)AV GA

38 S*AV GA
S * Indicates backwards letter
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A7 Iconogr ap hy

Stories in Stone;
A Field Guide to Cemetery Symbolism and Iconography







+ Historic Landscape lw




, i
‘-~ Locate or Create a Site Map ==

=

« Several electronic
programs available

 Can be a simple
location map

 To an interactive
GIS / GPS data
base
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Do not use
« Shaving cream
« Flour

e Caulk
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Photodocument
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Documentation




Documentation




Documentation
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& Documentation

Plants as Grave Markers










Documentation

Survay of Fancing in Laurel Grove Cemata)

Cemetery Fencing Survey

Comabery Mame: Laungl Growe North Cometany

Anderson St Savannagh G& 31415

Lot | Section Number: 1232

Lot Physical Location: Wast of aiske 17

Lot Mame (Predominate): Rulhedord

Fencing Types: Wroughl with cast iron delsis

Fence Manufacturer and Date: Unknown

Fence Dascription: Ro

ang .-:.;.;.-:.xl '-5- i Sphisre

snd casl posis

Lot Map:
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NCPTT
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i Preservation Priorities
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Church Records
4 Death Records

www.rootsweb.com
WW\W.EIIICESU’Y.COI’H

www.findagrave.com

Your Guide to Cemetery Research
by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack
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« What is the reason for
cleaning the
monument?

— Soiling

— Staining

— Particulate
Matter/Gypsum crusts

— Biological growth

— Vandalism/graffiti
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‘= Deterioration/Gypsum Crusts *

Sugaring
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‘¥ Deterioration/Gypsum Crusts ¥
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« What are some
considerations
regarding cleaning

LU methods?

— Acceleration of
deterioration

— Loss of original
materials

— Long-term stability of
monument

— Long-term affects of
cleaners
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« Acceptable

— Low pressure, power-washing
(less than 300 psi)

— Mechanical agitation using soft bristle brushes

» Unacceptable
— Sand blasting
— High-pressure power-washing
(greater than 300 psi)
— Grinders
— Wire brushes



s
x

Do’s and Don'ts of Cleaning

e Never Use A Wire Brush, Nylox Brush
or Power Equipment

68
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Do’s and Don'ts of Cleaning

=

 High Pressure Washing




Do’s and Don'ts of Cleaning

=

e Don’t Harsh Cleaners Such As
Acids and Strong Bleaches
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Do’s and Don'ts of Cleaning =

Trchnalos

« Do No Harm

« Do select the gentlest cleaning method to
accomplish the task

» Do perform small tests before cleaning the
entire stone

Do follow manufacturers’
recommendations

+ Do follow manufacturers’ safety guidance
» Do exercise patience.
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Handling and Safety —
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Follow manufacturer’s
Instructions

ALWAYS use soft
bristle brushes

NEVER use a wire
brush

NEVER use power
tools, such as power
washers, grinders, or
sanders
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Application of Cleaners

ALWAYS Soak the

Stone Before
Cleaning

Start Cleaning
From the Bottom
and Work Up

Use a Small
Circular Motion

Use Lots of Water
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Where to Get More

Information

NPS Preservation Brief 48 4.8 ERESERVATION v/&j

“Preserving Grave e e W
Markers in Historic ”
Cemeteries”

WA

https://www.nps.gov/tps/h
OwW-to-preserve

/briefs/48-preserving-
grave-markers.htm




Upcoming Hands-on

Training

* June 16-17, 2017 Gloucester, MA
http://ptn.org/events/gravestone-preservation-workshop

* June 24,2017 Tuscaloosa, AL

Association for Gravestone Studies
https://www.gravestonestudies.org/conference/register

« September 23, 2017 Janesville, W1

https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/events/cemetery-basics-workshop-
janesville/



Where to Get More

Information

Jason Church

NCPTT

645 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA 71457

Jason_church@contractor.nps.gov
318-356-7444



