
Introductions 



Canoe as object lesson 

Katerina Geier and Nora Lockshin examine label on Outrigger Canoe, NMNH Accession 020085,  
 Image by Melvin J. Wachowiak, courtesy of Smithsonian Museum Conservation Institute, 2004. 



 
Why ask me?  

I’m a conservator!  
Not a registrar!   

Nor “collections manager” 

nor “cataloger” 

nor… 

Screenshot source unclear, rights are presumed Desilu Productions or 
Paramount Television. Found at https://

johnkennethmuir.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/doctor66.jpg 



Poll time!  
 

 

 

# 1 

Who are you? 



Old book,  
new chapter 

 

 

Revision forthcoming 

2016 



“

”

S/he who can, does.  
S/he who cannot, teaches.  

George Bernard Shaw, paraphrased, from Man and Superman. 

Man and Superman. Cambridge, Mass.: The University Press, 1903;  
Online edition © Copyright Bartleby.com, Inc. www.bartleby.com/157/.  



No endorsements 

Not the best ink  

Not the best pen/brush 

Not the best barrier coat 

 

Just please don’t use nail 
polish, correction fluid, gelly 
glitter pens, or Dymo tape.  

Scene from the film, National Treasure. 
Walt Disney Pictures c. 2004 

gif source: picslist.com 



So let’s start at the 
very beginning 

Definitions. 

A very good place to start.  

Source: Courtesy of Tom Kochel 



“

”

…the definition of label is confined to the 
semi- or permanent mark, applied or attached 

to an object and is used interchangeably 
except where noted,  

linked to the catalog accession record in 
historic and contemporary museum practice. 

Nora Lockshin, 2015 

Preventative Conservation: Collection Storage   
(forthcoming 2016) 

Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections,  
American Institute for Conservation,  

and the Smithsonian Institution 



Why do we do it? 

Ownership 

Intellectual & Physical Control  

Security/Loss Protection 

Access and Care 

Guidelines & Standards 

(e.g. AAM, ICCROM,  

AZA, ALA…) 

 

 
Source unknown 



Why do we do it? 

Wayfinding 

Informatics 

Taxonomy 

Relates collection materials 
across physical boundaries 

e.g. union catalogs; libraries 
and WorldCat; Encyclopedia 

of Life; BHL 

Source unknown 



The Accession 
number 

Accession numbers and 
labels persist over time…. 

 

Or do they?  

Must they given today’s 
relatable and changing 

technology?  



NMNH Anthropology Accession 020085,  
aka USNM E160416-0, aka 

“307215 AT ONE TIME, AS OLD DIVISION OF ENGINEERING NUMBER 76111, 
ETC. IS LISTED FOR BOTH” 



NMNH Anthropology Accession 020085,  
aka USNM E160416-0, aka 

“307215 AT ONE TIME, AS OLD DIVISION OF ENGINEERING NUMBER 76111, 
ETC. IS LISTED FOR BOTH” 





Risk Assessment 

Agents of Deterioration 

 



“

”

Dissociation results from the natural tendency for 
ordered systems to fall apart over time. Maintenance 
processes and other barriers to change are required 
to prevent this disintegration. Dissociation results in 
loss of  objects, or object-related data, or the ability 

to retrieve or associate objects and data. 

R. Robert Waller and Paisley S. Cato 

Preventive Conservation and Agents of Deterioration.  

R. Robert Waller, Paisley S. Cato, & Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI). 

 
http://www.cci-icc.gc.ca/resources-ressources/agentsofdeterioration-

agentsdedeterioration/index-eng.aspx  

 



Ibid.  



Standards, Guidelines,  
Best Practices  

 

Do & Don’ts  

 



Standards, 
Guidelines,  

Best Practices  

 

Do & Don’ts  

 



Standards, 
Guidelines,  

Best Practices  

 

DO 

•  Check references & resources 

•  Get training 

•  Ask questions 

•  Make space & time 

•  Test & practice 

 

"Registrar Materials" by Jmadre1 - Own work.  
Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Commons - https://

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Registrar_Materials.jpg#/media/
File:Registrar_Materials.jpg 



Standards, 
Guidelines,  

Best Practices  

 

DON’T 

•  use untested materials 

•  practice on collection objects 

Scene from the film, National Treasure. 
source: Walt Disney Pictures c. 2004 



Poll time! 

#2.  

How did you learn how to 
mark collection objects?  

 



No Shame Zone 

shame 
 

 

You’re here to learn!  



So many options!  

How do you 
choose the right 

system?  

source: http://imgur.com/X9w20 



“

”

IV: Collections Stewardship  
Know what stuff  you have 
Know what stuff  you need  

 
American Association of Museums, and Elizabeth E. Merritt, 2008.  

National Standards & Best Practices for U.S. Museums.  

Washington, DC: American Association of Museums. 19. 



Guidance & Guidelines 



1. Identify 

Substrate (Material 
Type) 

• Animal? 
• Vegetable? 
• Mineral? 

Characteristics 
&Vulnerabilities 

• Porous? 
• Hard? 
• Reactive? 
• Unknown? 

Storage 
considerations 

• Exhibit? 
• Specialized 
environment? 

• Dry/Fluid/Cold 



1. Identify 

Substrate (Material 
Type) 

• Animal? 
• Vegetable? 
• Mineral? 

Characteristics 
&Vulnerabilities 

• Porous? 
• Hard? 
• Reactive? 
• Unknown? 

Storage 
considerations 

• Exhibit? 
• Specialized 
environment? 

• Dry/Fluid/Cold 



surface friable durable 

colorants? soluble insoluble 

status? animate   inanimate 

2. Characterize 



3. Consider 

 

 

Labeling is a  

mini-treatment.  

•  size 

•  placement 

•  security 

•  users/viewers 

•  potential damage 

•  unknowns 

•  your time 



4. Choose  

surface 

Friable 
- 

porous 

avoid 

loop & tag 

select another 
side 

Durable 
- 

Non-porous 

Pencil 

Barrier coat 

Brush/ink 



Discussion: substrate 
Characteristics, visibility, placement 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  



Shuttle Discovery Arrives at Udvar-Hazy (201204190028HQ) 
Source:  NASA/Carla Cioffi. 2012. NASA HQ Photo. 

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) 
 

Source: 
National 
Museum of 
Natural History 
Smithsonian 
Institution  

Discussion: size & scale 



Discussion: size and type 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural History.  



Type Specimens 

Source: Encarsia accenta holotype slide 
2010. By Schmidt s (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

By 
AgriasphalcidonphalcidonBertrandiF.JPG: 
Notafly derivative work: Shyamal 
(AgriasphalcidonphalcidonBertrandiF.JPG) 
[CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) 
or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/
fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons 

Source (above): Museum of Zoology,  
Lund University: Entomology 
https://www.flickr.com/people/127240649@N08/ 
By Creative Commons license  



Order matters! 

Source: USDA.gov 

Source: Pengo, Wikimedia Commons 



Works on Paper 
 

Books, manuscripts, photographs, prints 



Circulating collections 
Barcodes, spine labels 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of the National Museum of Health and Medicine.  



Rare Books & Special Collections 

Source: Courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution Libraries. 



Marking or mutilation? 

ACRL/RBMS Guidelines Regarding Security and 
Theft in Special Collections. 



 
Marks & labels as security devices 

Scene from the film How to Steal a Million. 
20th Century Fox. 1966 

Scene from the film The Thomas Crowne Affair. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,1999. 



Documentation as evidence 



Special topics 

Living Collections 

Historic labels 

Plastics 

Health & Safety 



Living Collections 



Animal 

Source: Courtesy of Rick Wilson and The 
Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, ©2015  



Ethical guidelines 

http://www.waza.org https://www.aza.org 



and Regulations 

http://www.usda.gov 
United States Department of 
Agriculture. Animal Welfare Act and 
Animal Welfare Regulations, 9 Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR), Parts 1, 
2, and 3. (2013).  

 

A.K.A “the Blue Book” 



Poll time! 

#3.  

How does one 
appropriately label living 

collections?  

~ or ~ 



How do you tag an elephant? 

Source: By Flickr user Rudi Riet. (2006)  Kandula, Shanthi and Ambika .  
Used by Creative Commons license. (CC BY-SA 2.0) 
 



Radio collar/ 
transponder device 

Kandula helped to 
wearability test collars for 

elephants under field 
research in the wild. 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of  the Smithsonian Institution, National Zoo 



Acceptable risk? 

Easier than hunting him  

on Twitter.  



Botanical 

Source: By Jason Hollinger (Ingrown PCT Blaze  
Uploaded by Amada44) [CC BY 2.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via 
Wikimedia Commons 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of Smithsonian Gardens, 
Smithsonian Institution.  



Botanical 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of Smithsonian Gardens, Smithsonian Institution.  



Historic Labels 



Pop Quiz!  
 

 

 

# 4 

Values of historic labels 

 



Pop Quiz!  
 

 

This object was acquired with 
this partial label & dyed cotton 

tie.   

The object was numbered with 
its new number on a non-rusty 

part of the base.  

 What would be the proper 
solution to care for the historic 

label and its attachment?  

 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of the Anacostia Community Museum,  

Smithsonian Institution.  



Historic labels 

Curatorial input = Red Tape!  

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  
Courtesy of the Anacostia Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution.  



Historic labels 



Historic labels - preservation 

Before   After 

Source: Courtesy of the Museum Conservation Institute, Smithsonian Institution.  



Historic labels – 
when to remove? 

Visually inappropriate  

versus 

Authenticity,  

Meaning and  

Provenance 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  



Source:  Tessa Gadomski, 2013. Courtesy of the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution.  



Historic labels 

Limosa haemastica. USNM A8074.  
Collected by Charles Darwin. Received from John Gould.  
Source:  Nora Lockshin, 2015. Courtesy of the National 

Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution.  



Historic labels 

Historic pins 
Retention of  meaning   and context 

Source:  Andrea K. Hall, 2014. Courtesy of the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution.  



Marking metals & minerals 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  



Health & safety  
marking metals, minerals & pharmaceutical collections 

Source:"AsbestosHeatSpreaderForCo
oking" by Robert Cailliau. Licensed 
under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Commons - 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:AsbestosHeatSpreaderForCooking.jpg#/
media/
File:AsbestosHeatSpreaderForCooking.jpg 

Source: Flickr user Aardvark Ethel. Headache powders. Vintage 
medicines in the Childers pharmaceutical museum. 2011.  
Licensed under Attribution-NonCommercial 2.0 Generic (CC 
BY-NC 2.0) 



Health & safety 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015. Courtesy MedChi Archives, MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society. 



Marking plastics 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015. Smithsonian Institution 
Archives  



Marking plastics 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  Source: PoPART, Damage atlas.  



Marking plastics 

•  Crazing 

•  Exudation 

•  Swelling 

•  Absorbency 

•  Non-drying 
Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  



Marking plastics 



Resources  

Course, guidelines, tutorials, supplies, and more  



Full Course 

 

Northern States  

Conservation Center 

 

http://www.collectioncare.org/ 



Guidelines  
with  

practical guides 

RE-ORG  

by  

UNESCO & ICCROM 

French, Spanish, English 

 

http://www.re-org.info 



Paleontology Portal 

http://collections.paleo.amnh.org 

 



Paleontology Portal 

http://collections.paleo.amnh.org 



Print and online 

National Park Service 
Museum Handbook MRM5 



Kits and guides - vendors 



D.I.Y. / hunt & gather   
Online Tutorials 

Ellen Carrlee for Alaska 
State Council on the Arts. SHAREMuseums UK 



Health & safety  
preparations, precautions 



Labels  



Printer/copier  
toner & paper permanence 

source:  
http://www.loc.gov/preservation/care/photocpy.html 

source:  
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/technical/peel-test.html 



Bags & tags 

Source: Nora Lockshin, 2015.  



Fluid writing & stamping materials  
actinic ink 



Actinic ink 



Marking photographs 



Thank you  

Preventative Conservation: 
Collection Storage 
(forthcoming 2016) 

 
 

Edited by Lisa Elkin & Christopher Norris 
 

Society for the Preservation of Natural 
History Collections,  

American Institute for Conservation,  
and the Smithsonian Institution 

Contact 

 

lockshinn@si.edu 

http://siarchives.si.edu/ 

 

@norasnoodlings 

 



Q&A 

 

 

What’s on your mind? 

 


